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morality; while the fundamental norms of law, on the
other hand, contain those precepts which the whole moral
community subject to the legal order must observe, in order
that all its parts, from the State down to the individual, may
perform their free moral duties. Thus legal norms, like moral
norms, are of three kinds: individual, social and humani-
tarian. But while in the moral realm the immediate subject
of duty is the individual, the subject referred to in the
commands of law is the social community. The individual
is concerned only in so far as he fulfils the legal order upheld
by the social will.

This fact suggests the question whether a third kind of
legal norm is not conceivable, where the subject shall be the
third member of the series of moral orders, namely,
humanity. As a matter of fact, the international regula-
tions, to whose general observance those civilised nations
whose historical function it is to lead humanity are pledged,
may be considered as the beginning of such a higher realm
of law. International law, however, exhibits in its mode of
origin and acceptation noteworthy points of difference from
the ordinary system of law, which is associated with political
unity. Originating in various disconnected articles of agree-
ment, some of them referring to the facilitation of inter-
course, others to the protection of individuals beyond the
boundaries of their own nation, others to the realisation
of certain humanitarian requirements, many of these norms
have gradually become a part of the law of general usage.
The stage of formulated law, usually the concluding stage
in the formation of law, is here wholly lacking. And for
this reason the norms of international law have preserved
a certain characteristic freedom that belongs to no other
department of law, and is here based on the independence
of the legal subjects, namely, the various states involved.
The triumph of the ethical spirit manifested in the forma-